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Hello dear friends… 

 

Did you miss me last month? I know I missed you! 

This past month I’ve been in “Summer School” so it 

seems. The Lord has been giving me lots of lessons and 

teaching me through my observations in all sorts of 

things around me…It has been intense and wonderful.  

One thing that I absolutely love and have enjoyed over 

the past month is how he reveals new understandings 

through things we thought we already knew about. 

 

The Conversation & Lesson 

What I am going to share with you in this newsletter came to 

me through a special person in my life, three other women and 

a book.  The three women happen to be Orpah, Naomi and 

Ruth…I’m sure you’ve already guessed the book is the book of 

Ruth.  There have been many times in my life where scripture 

or stories in the Bible have leapt off the page and became more 

than paper and ink…it came to life! This story has begun to 

breathe and speak to me in more depth than I’ve experienced 

before! 

 

The special person I mentioned was going through a tough 

time…they were faced with life changing decisions that had to 

be made…they were definitely at a crossroads point in their 

life. I began to pray for them…their situation and, the Lord 

began the teaching.  We all know that life’s journey is made up 

of choice and those choices pave the road before us. It can be 

the simplest little decision that needs to be made day to day  all 

the way to life changing ones like whether to enter/ leave a 

relationships or salvation.   

This is my lovely family! Matthaeu is 

my “gift from above”.  Fred is my 

wonderful husband…He is my friend, 

my supporter, my computer “fix it” guy 

but, mostly He is my blessing!  Then 

there’s me… 

 

 

 

 

“We are not human beings on a spiritual 

journey. We are spiritual beings on a 

human journey.” 

                                  - Stephen R. Covey 

 

In all of these choices and the way we chose to live our lives, God has shown me there is three ways to move forward in it.  These 

are The Orpah Identity, The Naomi Identity, and The Ruth Identity. These women demonstrate three distinct mindsets and attitudes 

that shaped them and their life choices. 



 

 
 

 

 

In all of these choices and the way we chose to live our lives, God has shown me 

there is three ways to move forward in it.  These are The Orpah Identity, The 

Naomi Identity, and The Ruth Identity. These women demonstrate three distinct 

mindsets and attitudes that shaped them and their life choices.  

 

In Ruth 1:3-5  “Now Elimelek, Naomi’s husband, died, and she was left with her 

two sons. They married Moabite women, one named Orpah and the other Ruth. 

After they had lived there about ten years, both Mahlon and Kilion also died, and 

Naomi was left without her two sons and her husband.”    We see here that these 

women were at a crossroads point…old covenants or seasons and relationships 

were gone…they were dead and new ones were to begin…It was decision time! 

 

1:6 When Naomi heard in Moab that the Lord had come to the aid of his people 

by providing food for them, she and her daughters-in-law prepared to return home 

from there. 7 With her two daughters-in-law she left the place where she had been 

living and set out on the road that would take them back to the land of Judah. In 

these two verses we see that God was providing them a destination for their new 

season in life…It was one of life where there had once been famine.  It promised 

life instead of them remaining where death had been.  In the verses that follow 

these, you see the true Identities form.   

 

The first is the Naomi Identity, she can see the Lord’s provisioning before her but 

she is torn by the bitterness that has encroached upon her due to the harshness of 

this world. She can see God but does not truly KNOW God…she believes but 

does not fully trust in him. She is willing to break off covenants set in place 

because of what she sees in the natural instead of what the Lord is doing in the 

supernatural. She tries to send both of her daughter-in-laws away….Orpah 

decides to leave and in that choice Naomi will never see manifestation of the 

blessings the Lord had stored up in that relationship. This identity is one of 
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                                                                                                          allowing the things of this life cloud the vision and knowing of who God truly is 

and who He wants to be in your life. 

 

The Orpah Identity is one of remaining in what is familiar…you can see in verses 14,15 that Orpah listens to the pleas of her mother-in-law and 

goes back to her own family despite the pleas of Ruth to continue on with them. Orpah allowed Naomi to influence the course of her life so 

drastically! She first chose to go with Naomi into a place of provision and blessing then was cut short and redirected to go back into the place of 

famine and death.  She chose to welcome this because it was familiar and comfortable…it was a place she knew well…a place where she had ties to. 

Orpah’s identity is one of remaining in the worldly things, relationships and situations above what God has for you.. 

 

The Ruth Identity demonstrates one of having hope in the unseen…trusting God. Ruth had not experienced God as Naomi had but she was willing 

to walk forward into whatever He had for her.  She was willing to lay down her life…to give it up for all that God had for her. She did not desire to 

remain in the past or in the present but to willfully walk into the future that God laid before her. She had faith! Her identity is one of being renewed 

in God…and walking in Him. 

 

As one reads on in the last verse of chapter one of Ruth, you will see Ruth and Naomi arrive in Bethlehem as the barley harvest was beginning. The 

Lord really spoke to me and was showing me that He was establishing the provisions….the harvest before they were even settled in to their new 

home…this new season of life was beginning with harvest and there weren’t even needed to be there during the time of planting. The seeds of faith, 

in what God had for them, were what they planted in their hearts …their minds and the blessings were going to be of a natural and supernatural 

kind. 
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In all of chapter two in the book of Ruth, we read how Ruth was willing 

to move forward in her new life and God poured out his favor upon her.  

She had positioned herself to receive the blessings…and she kept herself 

close to that or whom her blessing flowed from.  We also have been 

introduced to Boaz who is a foreshadowing of Christ. We can see how 

Ruth has caught the eye of Boaz and a relationship is established…we are 

the same with Christ!  As a Christian, we have come out of a foreign land 

and are now in the Kingdom where Christ has taken notice of us and 

wants to bless us …care for us but more importantly he wants to have 

covenant relationship with us. 

 

 

In the remaining chapters we see where Ruth lays herself down at the feet 

of Boaz and requests that he cover her with his garment since he is her 

kinsman-redeemer….she  chooses to assume the identity of Boaz…to join 

in marital covenant with him…there is another closer kinsman that must 

be allowed the option as well…which this kinsman represents the 

world…the man rejects Ruth at the sake of himself and his own 

wealth…his own state….he was not willing to pay the price…to sacrifice 

for another.  Boaz, who is a likeness to Christ, is willing to pay the price 

for his bride to be….to be her kinsman-redeemer just as Christ is ours… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So…what I have learned…. 

 

 

 

 

 

What God has shown me is that life is full of choices …and how we walk them out can be one of sticking to what is familiar and comfortable but 

most possibly ends up with us losing what is before us in Christ….things will keep us bound to this world which only leads to eternal death and 

famine.  We can live a lifestyle of choices were we know and have tasted of God but life seems to get the upper hand and priority in our decisions. 

This would be a life full of compromise to the world…which can keep us from receiving the fullness of what God has for us…and from us truly 

seeing and knowing God… 

Now, the last is indeed the greatest….we can choose to live a life believing, trusting and knowing that God has all we need and that He will 

provide. We would take on the attitude of Ruth that she would rather die with God than live in the true famine that the world offers…looking 

backward all she could see was famine and death…looking forward she couldn’t see fully but she knew with God there must be life and hope in 

Him. Ruth took hold of God and clung to the covenant He had established in her life and, she received the fullness of what He had for her…she 

found not only blessings…but a restoration of identity… 

We can too friends…we can rest in our identity in Christ and the riches of him as our kinsman-redeemer!  

It’s all just a matter of choice….and walking in it. We can be Orpah…letting the world mold us and keep us. We can be Naomi…letting walking 

with veils over our eyes.  We can be Ruth…walking in hope into what is before us in Christ.  All women had their own choices to make as we do as 

well…we must make this choice each day! There is something important to remember….Ruth’s choices not only brought blessings to her life but 

those with her… God was able to use her as a vessel to pour out His favor, grace and blessings.  We can choose to position ourselves to be the 

same! 



 
Friends… 

I would like to say a prayer for you and I as we move forward in this 

knowledge and understanding… 

 
Father, in Jesus Precious name… 

I come to you in thanksgiving and praise for all you are! I thank you for your Word 

and how it guides us and gives us a revelation of who you are…Father, there is so 

much more to you than we can fathom…I pray that you open are eyes to see you in all 

of your ways and in each situation…each moment of our life… 

 

We come to you asking that you guide us in decision we make in our lives…help us to 

look forward rather than turning to look back or being content to stand in the present 

without sight of the future…help us to choose life in each choice that is to be made 

today and in all of our tomorrows… 

I ask that you help us to have a Kingdom mindset, Lord.  That we would cling to you 

all of our days… 

 

Father, the more we come to know you the more we can be sure of who we are in 

you…so I pray that we see the fullness of you and what you have for us in each of our 

lives…and that we will walk each day out in the strength and wisdom of who our 

Heavenly Father is… 

 

Amen. 

 

 

 

Just a Giggle… 
 

 

Blessings to you and yours! 
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