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Hello dear friends… 

 

I pray you had a blessed Thanksgiving…I know I did! 

Did any of you do the crazy shopping?  I have to 

admit I participated…I only went to one store though. 

It’s funny how the hustle and bustle seems to pick up 

at the stores almost every day during this season… 

suppose everyone is on the quest of getting the perfect 

gift for their family and friends…  

 

The season has so many wonderful elements to it like 

wonderful Christmas songs, beautiful lights on 

display, special gatherings with others…and most 

importantly celebration of our Savior and King! 

 

The Conversation 

The Lord began this conversation with giving me a desire to 

simplify this Christmas…and to bless some kids along with 

my own.  Some of you may gasp when I say this but, I felt 

that putting up a tree this year was not to be a part of this 

season.  This does not mean there is a lack of celebration in 

my home…I LOVE Christmas music and have been playing 

it since the day after Thanksgiving. One of the cute ones I 

really like is “The 12 days of Christmas”… 

 

As I thought of this song and hoping to hear it soon, the 

Lord spoke one word to me…”Turtledove”. I have heard 

that this song has religious symbolism…now some may 

believe Snopes and that it just isn’t true but, I like to believe 

it is… no matter whether fact or fiction I knew I was to look 

into what the Lord was saying to me…what is in this gift 

given… Now, for me…I love giving gifts…and I put a lot of 

thought into what I give someone…it has to come from the 

heart… it may be something they need or something they 

want…with love behind it!    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is my lovely family! Matthaeu is 

my “gift from above”.  Fred is my 

wonderful husband…He is my friend, 

my supporter, my computer “fix it” guy 

but, mostly He is my blessing!  Then 

there’s me… 

 

 

 

 

“We are not human beings on a spiritual 

journey. We are spiritual beings on a 

human journey.” 

                                  - Stephen R. Covey 

As I was doing this, the Lord spoke to me…He revealed to me that there was deep meaning behind the gifts given to Jesus by the 

Magi. I was eager to learn just what they meant… 

 

Within the week that followed Thanksgiving, I was presented with a question…”How do we honor God during this season for what 

He has done for us?” It was one that I knew needed prayer and meditation on…I also knew that the Lord would be speaking to 

me…the lesson in all this was coming! 

 



 

 The Lesson  

The Turtledove… 
I began my search of the turtle dove and learned that they are a bird that mates for 

life…if their love is lost they have a call…it is a cooing as they seek their 

beloved.  Does the Holy Spirit not call out to us…to bring us back to our Lord? A 

relationship was begun in the beginning of creation but was broken and lost…and 

our precious Lord calls out to us…He seeks us…He wants to bring us back to 

Him and to an eternal covenant with Him…The turtle doves symbolize 

friendship/covenant and love. 

 

I also found where it is said that in the 12 Days of Christmas song they represent 

the biblical meaning of being the Old and New Testament. It is because of 

relationship and love that the Old and New Testament were written and given to 

us…you will also read where they were used as suitable sacrifice if no lamb was 

able to be given. In days of old, the sacrifice of the two turtledoves is an 

acceptable offering for the poor. It is an offering that brings peace with God. The 

two turtledoves are accepted as a pair for entry into covenant with God. The blood 

of the two turtle doves is sprinkled not on the altar but against the sides of the 

altar. This is the very same altar upon which the Sacrifice Lamb is offered.  This 

was done after Christ’s birth, when Mary and Joseph brought the infant Jesus to 

Jerusalem and made the required sacrifice of two Turtle Doves to the Lord. The 

“Gospel of Luke” describes it: “And when the days of her purification according 

to the Law of Moses were accomplished, they brought him to Jerusalem, to 

present him to the Lord; … And to offer a sacrifice according to that which is said 

in the law of the Lord, A pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons    (Luke 2: 22, 24)

 

What I feel the Lord has spoken to me is this…we are the poor…and what we 

have to offer must come as a pair…and that is our life and the life that was given 

by Christ…it was taken and transformed into a Kingly sacrifice of the Lamb… 

the blood that covers all…it brings us to an eternal relationship that was once lost 

but, is reestablished by the drawing of the Lord… the cooing of the Holy Spirit… 

we must accept…we must offer ourselves… but the payment rendered far exceeds 

what we could meagerly offer alone. Christ came into this world as we are…only 

able to offer mere turtle doves….He left offering a Kingly sacrifice… Himself… 

the Lamb! 
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Gifts to a King… 

Here is what has been revealed in my study…  
First Gift: Gold  ~ King 

The gift of gold has always been symbolic of wealth and royalty, and it was an appropriate gift to honor a king. Since the Christ child was also the 

Son of God and the King of Kings (Rev. 17:14) gold was a fitting gift for the Magi to offer the Lord Jesus as they worshipped him. It's believed that 

this gift of gold financed Mary and Joseph’s flight to Egypt. 

 

It’s interesting that when God was structuring the nation of Israel in the wilderness under Moses, He told them to build a tabernacle in which He 

could "dwell among them" (Exodus 25:8). When he gave the pattern that they were to follow in building the tabernacle and its furnishings, many 

things were either made of gold or overlaid with gold.  

 

When King Solomon built the temple to replace the tabernacle, there was also gold everywhere (1 Kings 6:2-22). However, as beautiful and 

meaningful as they were, the tabernacle and the temple were only "types" of God's future home among His people. The heavenly city and its streets, 

the New Jerusalem, will be completely fashioned of pure gold (Revelation 21:18-21). 

 

Second Gift: Frankincense ~ Priest 

Frankincense was highly valued in Israel as incense and a perfume (Song of Songs 3:6; 4:6). Made from the dried resin of Boswellia trees, the first 

mention of frankincense in the Bible is found in God's instructions for the priestly services of the tabernacle (Exodus 30:23-34). As the smoke of the 

burning offering ascended up from the altar, so the people believed their prayers would ascend to God with it, as a sweet savor to Him (Psalm 

141:2). This typological meaning of burning incense as prayer rising up to God is also seen in the Book of Revelation. John saw "golden vials full of 

odors, which are the prayers of saints" (Revelation 5:8). 
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In the Old Testament, the High Priest served as the intermediary, but in 

the New Testament our relationship to God is through Christ: "For there 

is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ 

Jesus" (1 Timothy 2:5; see also Hebrews  

7:1-8:6).  

 

Therefore, the Magi’s gift of frankincense to the little child in Bethlehem 

is symbolic of sacrifice, Christ’s sweet savor, and His heavenly role as 

our eternal High Priest. 

 
Third Gift: Myrrh ~ Prophet 

The third and final gift of the Magi is myrrh, a valuable gum resin which 

oozes from gashes cut in the bark of the Commiphora tree. The resin 

hardens into tear-dropped chunks and is powdered to make medicinal 

ointments and perfumes. (The gashes are poignant reminders 

of the wounds Christ received when flogged by Roman soldiers.) 

 

Its first mention in the Bible would suggest that the definitive use for 

myrrh was in the holy anointing oil. The priests were to be "anointed" 

with a special oil, the main ingredient of which was myrrh. This type of 

special ritualistic anointing was also applicable to kings and prophets (1 

Samuel 10:1; 16:13; Psalm 89:20). God told Elijah: "Elisha ... shalt thou 

anoint to be prophet"  

(1 Kings 19:16).  

 

Myrrh was also used in the embalming and anointing of the dead, and 

came to represent mortality, suffering, and sorrow (John 19:39). Myrrh 

had medicinal properties too and was used for cleaning wounds and 

sores, and as a treatment for coughs, colds, indigestion, gum disease, and 

worms. Therefore, the Magi’s gift of myrrh signifies Christ’s mortality, 

his Passion, and his roles as Prophet, the Great Physician, and Suffering 

Savior. 

 
I learned such an important lesson in this…there is a purpose and thought 

behind these gifts…as with God all gifts given serve His divine purposes 

and reason…this does not only apply in the case with Jesus and the 

Magi…but with you and I as well! 

“How do we honor God during this season for what He has done for us?” …. 

  
Let me start with this…when you have given a gift to someone do you hope they enjoy and are happy with what they received…that it will be 

something they use and hold on to…I mean nobody wants to find out it was used for a “white elephant” gift later…or returned in the days after 

Christmas…or whatever occasion it was given for…especially if you put thought and love into the choice…right???  

 

Well, when I prayed and meditated on what I could do to honor God, I heard simply…”use the gifts I have given you to honor Me.”  I thought 

surely there had to be more to it than that…it needed to be huge…extravagant…then I heard it again….I quickly was reminded that God doesn’t 

need nor want extravagant…He wants obedience and love and bringing Him honor would be to use what He has already given us…not just in 

this season but in ALL seasons! 

 

He has given ALL of us gifts and talents…we can honor Him by using them to serve His Kingdom…it is simple…if you are creative then make 

gifts or write letters…or whatever you can do to love on people and spread God’s love through you.  You may love to pray…then each day make 

someone or whatever is laid upon your heart as your prayer focus…if you like to serve…go find a place to donate your time and energy…and 

spread God’s love…  You may even be a giver…take this season as a time to do Random Acts of Kindness…. 

 

The Father has bestowed so many gifts and talents upon each one of us. He gives us all gifting’s according to the measure He so chooses…and 

All for His glory. I see a message the Lord is bringing this season….. It is one of moving from traditions of man…the packages that hold gifts 

that will rust, tarnish, break or be out grown…and opening our hearts, minds and eyes to the ones that come from above. The Lord has given us 

imperishable gifts of hope, joy, peace, love, grace, mercy and a debt free eternal destination. These gifts are not ones to be hidden or set on a 

shelf to collect dust…we are to express and show them to others…pour them upon all who will receive.  How can we do this? By simply using 

our gifts!   



 
Friends… 

I would like to say a prayer for you and I as we move forward in this 

knowledge and understanding… 

 
Father, in Jesus Precious name… 

I come to you in awe and praise…thanking you for such a wonderful revelation of 

who you are and how beautiful your gifts truly are…and we humbly thank you for the 

greatest gift you gave which is your son, Jesus.  Lord, I want to thank you for each 

one of my friends and the beautiful gifts you have put within them…I pray that you 

would speak to each person and show them the fullness of what they have been given 

and that the Holy Spirit would be their guide in how to use their gifts in a way that 

gives you honor and glory.   

Lord help us to not let the distractions of the season keep us from you…and I pray 

that this season would only be a launching off point of bringing you honor with our 

gifts…that we would have the desire in ALL seasons… 

Your gifts are good and perfect Lord…and I rejoice in that they are given with 

purpose and love before I was even created in my mother’s womb.  Bless my friends 

in all they do for you! 

Amen. 

 

 

 

Just a Giggle… 
 

 

Blessings to you and yours! 
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